CGSL Field Preparation Guidelines


1. The designated “Home Team” is responsible for both field preparation and take down.  Take down includes putting away the bases and dragging the field after the game (if there is no other game immediately following).

2. Gather equipment from the shed next to the snack shack (rakes, tamp, line, chalk machine – fill chalk hopper before leaving shed area). Bases, hose, etc. are located in the locked containers inside the 3rd base dugouts (get combo from Team Mgr or Field Prep Coordinator).

3. Erase any existing chalk lines with back of metal rake.

4. Use green rake to rake around outer edge of dirt (against the grass outfield)

5. Using metal rake, pull dirt from around batter’s box into box and smooth. Tamp down dirt.

6. Using metal rake, pull dirt from around pitching rubber and smooth. Tamp down dirt.

7. Remove bases as needed. Using metal drag (there is one on each field), drag infield dirt in concentric circles from the outer edges to the inner. Overlap each round about 1 foot.

8. Dig out base picks – extra dirt goes to the inside of the base – and place bases. For 1st base, the orange bag goes in foul territory. If any of the base picks are loose, let the league know.

9. Clean off home plate and pitching rubber.

10. Chalk Lines:

· Use hammer to secure line nail at the point directly behind home plate, pull the line down the 1st base side across the right edge of the white base and into the grass. Chalk 2” line from outside the batters box along the 1st base side out to the grass (turn off chalk machine when going over the base).

· Chalk running lane starting about 3 ft behind 1st base and go to 2nd post in dugout

· Chalk coaches box by making an “L” next to the running line by 1st base

· Run line from home plate along 3rd base side across the left edge of 3rd base and chalk from outside edge of batters box out to grass (turn off chalk machine when going over the base).

· Chalk “L” shaped coaches box next to 3rd base (no running line)

· Place template for batter’s box (smallest rectangle should align with edge of home plate) and outline using stick on both sides of home plate. Chalk the outer edges of the batter’s box.

11.
  To make pitching circle:   
· Take tape measurer from the field box located in each dugout. 

· Start measurement from the back tip of home plate to appropriate distance (8u= 30', 10U= 35’, 12&14U= 40').  

· Take the tape measure out to the middle of the existing rubber to the correct measurement.  Mark where rubber will be moved and move it. Use hammer (in field box) to secure line nail in the middle behind the pitching rubber. 

· To make the circle, use the bamboo stick and string tool found in each field box in the dugout.  Put the nail in middle, front of the relocated pitching rubber. 

· Use the string like a compass to make the circle.

· Go over line with the chalker located in the field shed.
12.  Water infield dirt as needed:

· There are 2 water outlets on each field (near the dugouts).

· On the field closest to the snack shack, alternate which water outlet is used (you can tell which was last used based on wetness around the outlet).

· On the field farthest away from the snack shack, use the water outlet on the 3rd base side.

· Untangle the hose and hold the end before turning on the water.

· Drain hose and put away in container in 3rd base dugout.
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